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Library and Reading Affairs e-Newsletter Vol.5 2020-2021

Welcome! This is the fifth newsletter published by the Library
and Reading Affairs Team this year. In this volume, we have
book and e-book recommendations, e-reading news, book
reports, a book and film review, and upcoming events to share
with you. Enjoy reading!

Book
Recommendation

Space Encyclopedia

This book presents the most up-to-date
findings on space exploration and
breathtaking views of the universe captured
by the latest and greatest technology,
including the recent first-ever image of a
black hole. It's a complete reference, with
everything readers need to know about our
sun and planets (including the new dwarf
planets), the formation of the universe,
space travel, the possibility of life beyond
Earth, and more.

It is authoritative, beautifully illustrated,

EN CYC I_OPE Dl and a must-have for every family, providing
A both accessible information for school

A TOUR OF OUR SOLAR SYSTEM AND BEYOND ] :

WRITTEN & ILLUSTRATED BY DAVID A. AGUILAR reports and compelling reading on the

mysteries beyond our planet.

ISBN: 9781426338564
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Book Recommendation

Very British Problems

There's an epidemic sweeping the nation.
Symptoms include:

*Acute embarrassment at the mere
notion of 'making a fuss'

/ *Extreme awkwardness when faced with
/ any social greeting beyond a brisk
/ / handshake

*An unhealthy preoccupation with

/-PROBLEMS P

MAK!NGL!FEAWKWARD FOR OURSELVES, If you have experienced any Of these
@ | symptoms, you may be suffering from
very British problems.

/ / / ONERAINY DAY AT ATIME
//////'L verybritish S

ISBN: 9780751557039

Wonderful Life with the Elements

This book is an illustrated guide to the Wonderful Life with
periodic table that gives chemistry a

the Elements

frlendly face. The Periodic Table Personified %

Every element is a unique character whose
properties are represented visually: heavy n
elements are fat, man-made elements are %

robots, and noble gases sport impressive
afros. You'll also learn about each element's
discovery, its common uses, and other vital BUNPEL YORIFUJI
stats like whether it floats — or explodes —in

water. ISBN: 9781593274238
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Book Recommendation

The Medicine Book

From ancient herbal remedies to
modern drugs, this book explores
the breakthroughs and discoveries
that have shaped our modern-day
understanding of medicine.

You'll discover:

e Profiles of more than 90 of the
biggest ideas, breakthroughs, and
milestones in international medical
history
* Graphics and flow-charts that
demystify the central concepts
behind each medical idea
* Quotes from famous physicians,
scientists, politicians, and
ISBN: 9780744028362 academics

Leaders Who
Changed History

This book is comprehensive in its scope
and depth, introducing profiles of leaders
from inspirational ones to insidious ones,
and those who changed the world for the
better and those whose corruption left
enduring scars.

It combines accessible text with illustrated
portraits in a range of bold styles,
photographs, infographics, and timelines,
entries explore the lives and legacies of i N -
each individual in a fresh, visual way. ISBN: 9780241363171
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E-Book Recommendation
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E-Book Recommendation
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Library and Reading Affairs e-Newsletter Vol. 5



E-Book Recommendation
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@ E-Reading News
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@ E-Reading News

Manybooks website

This website offers you a library of close to 50,000 free eBooks of different genres
including art, biography, fiction and literature, psychology and science etc.
Although tastes differ, there are a couple of eBooks that are almost universally

regarded as classics that should be read by anyone. Please browse

https:/ /manybooks.net/ and read the eBooks online or download them.

EDITOR'S CHOICE (view all)

\Sk\lqll}l{U)blns \ _:‘ e DERRICK KING
S B CLOVEFOR A

anf"nEBEL«

Crisis Management AL Clark A House Divided Skylar Robbins: The Deadly Undertaking Love for a Deaf Rebel

Beyond the Call of Duty Mystery of the Hidden Schizophrenia on
Jewels Bowen Island

By the author of GREENMANTLE

JOIII

me Illvet 'm

'ISI. s MI

The Thirty-Nine Steps 'Laramie’ A Yankee in the

Trenches

ARMS

AND

THE MAN

A PLEASANT PLAY

ABRAHAM LINCOLN

By
BERNARD SHAW

T

NE\I \ ORK

This Side of Paradise The Apartment Next Abraham Lincoln Arms and the Man
Door
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https://manybooks.net/

Book Reports

Catching Fire 7D 24 Lee Yan Wah

Written by Suzanne Collins, Catching Fire is the second book in the New
York Times best-selling series in the Hunger Games trilogy. This book is
about the thrilling tale of Katniss Everdeen as she tries to protect
everyone she loves from the cruel hands of the Capitol.

The story takes place in the dystopian future in Panem, a country with a
capital full of rich people, and 12 districts with poor people working for
the capital. Every year, the hunger games will be held. Every district has
to send out 2 kids, and they will fight in the arena until one of them
survives, and is crowned the victor. The hunger games are supposed to
remind the citizens of Panem that they are all controlled by the Capitol.

Katniss Everdeen was sent to the 74th hunger games last year. She and
Peeta, her friend, were the only two people surviving, but instead of
killing each other like they were supposed to, they threatened the
Capitol that they would kill themselves if they couldn’t both win. The
Capitol, unable to end the hunger games with no victor, let both of
them live. The book ends in a cliffhanger with Katniss destroying the
arena, and her being taken away to join the rebellion.

ISBN: 9780545586177

COLLINS
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@ Book Reports

Catching Fire

There are a lot of techniques used in this book, with symbolism being
one of them. Fire is one of the symbols. When Katniss first entered the
74th hunger games, her stylist Cinna, who was supposed to help Katniss
with her dresses, designed her a dress surrounded by flames. She
became known as the girl on fire. When what she did in the arena led
to a rebellion, fire could symbolise Katniss, and how she had the power
to start a rebellion.

One thing | find really captivating about this book is how real the whole
story is. The author didn’t try to sugarcoat any of the troubles issues
the characters may face. She didn’t try to make the consequences of
being in the hunger games less severe. She didn’t try to make the
things Snow did for power and control less horrifying. Sometimes,
that’s just reality. People do some really messed-up things, and
innocent people suffer severe consequences because of that.
Sometimes, all you can do is try to make the best out of your situation.

Suzanne Collins, the author of
Catching Fire
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Book Reports

The Starless Sea 10E 10 Ip Hei Yeung Ethan

“Strange, isn’t it? To love a book. When the words on the pages
become so precious that they feel like part of your own history
because they are. It’s nice to finally have someone read stories I
know so intimately.” — Erin Morgenstern

With her widely successful first novel, The Night Circus, many fans of Erin eagerly
awaited the arrival of her next sensational novel, which took a lengthy period of 8
years until it made an appearance. The Starless Sea, just like The Night Circus,
blends together reality and fantasy to form resonating stories and a lasting taste
of honey and smoke.

| found The Starless Sea to be very mesmeric and intriguing, taking the reader to
follow its characters into a mystical universe where many lessons are learnt and
stories are told. The book’s main sequence is periodically separated by excerpts
and fable-like stories that seem not correlate at first but as the narrative unfolds
as each story ends or continues in alternating chapters, it all blends into a
breathtaking, melancholic melody. It is a book within a book, with stories within
stories, separate and yet interwoven.

Every part of The Starless Sea is described and written in great detail, from how
the clock swings with its swooping pendulum to how golden doors are bejeweled
in shimmering glory. Even the slightest detail is made clear by cleverly used
adjectives, and objects of attention are illustrated so vividly, it is almost as if you
were looking at it and describing it yourself. A gown cascading around a throne of
ice, and the ripples become waves and within the waves are ships and sailors and
sea monsters. A heart pulsing in an open cavity, its metallic gold aorta pumping
lifeblood to its host. Bookshelves covered with small silver mice, some dancing
and others sleeping or nibbling on pieces of cheese. Scenes follow scenes of
sensual depictions; images of astounding beauty flood the minds of the reader
one after another. Each image is perfect, without fail.
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Book Reports

The Starless Sea

The Starless Sea begins when Zachary Ezra Rawlins discovers a book detailing an
untold personal memory from his childhood about an unopened painted door.
His expected bewilderment causes him to embark on a journey that will finally
topple the long awaiting dominoes, and bring him to meet a council of owls, Fate
and a man lost in time. As more and more stories are read, more and more
characters are introduced. Some bring their stories with them into the scene to
waltz an interlacing tale while others simply pass by to add a few words. A
passing tale about the moon might make its way onto Zachary’s path, and
perhaps an abysmal snake from a long lost fable will slither around his feet. Erin
breathes life into the stories Zachary reads, and brings them and their stories into
his own. The story might also change perspectives, from the view of a feathered
friend perched on a nearby branch, to that of a spy trying to hide behind a facade
of dedicated reading. It also falls through time, offering glimpses of the future
through the shadow’s eye and replaying the past from this layered storytelling,
the book successfully introduces an impossible world where the endless limits of
imagination are king but it still manages to feel plausible, in a way or another.

With so many characters from different storylines, one might come to confuse its
delicate framework for disorganised book writing, but The Starless Sea manages
to present itself as coherent as any other book. Throughout the story, many
things seem to be spiraling out of control at the same time, and yet as the story
progresses, they join with unnoticeable details to form into new narratives or
conclude old ones. It is like smashing a puzzle and the pieces fall to the floor in an
indecipherable manner to form another picture, another scene.

THE SUNDAY TIMES-BESTSELLER

The
STARLEESS

ISBN: 9781784702861

MORGENSTERN

AUTHOK OF

e Night Citcus

Assurediy bea stifult Guord dn
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Book Reports

The Starless Sea

Another unique aspect to The Starless Sea is its world building. Most often,
fantasy series introduce a wide array of new words, places and systems to create
new and interesting universes. For instance, J.K. Rowling’s Harry Potter series
creates its reality by exploring characters and places and by explaining details,
such as introducing different spells and creatures and how the wizarding world
works. The Starless Sea, with its cache of symbols and puzzles, ignores this
precedent and flings the reader right into the story. Much like Zachary, they are
left alone in a fascinating world of mysterious information yet to be grasped.
Some things are never explained, and some are only brought into light by
conversation or writing. Most objects and stories have symbolic meanings, but
readers are never told what they denote, leaving the audience to interpret what
they mean. Many things are purposefully kept in the dark, and much of The
Starless Sea’s setting is barred from exploration, with only scraps and relics to tell
parts of its ancient story.

All this creates a feeling of missing out and sorrow, and glimpses of the past
generate nostalgia for things that you have never seen. It is the feeling of awe
and sadness when you step into an age-old colosseum and only get to imagine
the cheers of the crowds in the stands and the gladiatorial spectacles on the floor.
You have arrived far too late to join the fun, but you are here now to see the
things they have accomplished and mourn their loss.

With its rich imagery, interwoven plot and provoking feelings, these elements
work together to fully immerse the reader into The Starless Sea. Many aspects of
The Starless Sea are yet to be described, and how Fate intermingles with Erin to
create a rollercoaster of anticipations and endings is something best discovered
by the reader firsthand. The Starless Sea in all, is a stunning ode to the wonders
of storytelling and though somewhat complex, is a must-read for all those that

love to tell stories and listen to the tales of others.
\ - l

Erin Morgenstern, the author of The Starless Sea
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Book Reports
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Book Reports
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@ Book Reports
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Book Reports
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@ Book Reports
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Book and
Film Review
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Book and
Film Review
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THE AMAZING
TRUE STORY
OF ONE MAN
AND HIS CAT
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Upcoming Events

k3 B2021

PG

Reading the World e
Inspiring the Mind and
Refreshing the Soul
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Hong Kong Book Fair N
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Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition Centre
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Upcoming Events
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Upcoming Events
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