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Library and Reading Affairs e-Newsletter  Vol.1 2019-2020

Welcome! This is the first newsletter published by the Library
and Reading Affairs Team this year. In this volume, we have
book recommendations, reading activities, upcoming events,
and book reports to share with you. Enjoy reading!
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To Learn Faster, Smarter,and Better
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ISBN

9789573286356

Deeper Learning

Have you ever had the feeling that you have
spent so much time revising but you still don’t
get a satisfactory result in the exams? Have you
ever tried that you’ve spent so much time
memorizing but soon, you forget what you have
learned? What is the problem here?

If you read this book, you may realise that the
method you always use to learn may not be the
most suitable one. After reading it, you will
understand what it takes to become a smarter
learner, who can learn more efficiently and
effectively. This book tells you the ways to make
learning easy! Go and check this book out
during this term break and you’ll surely benefit
from it!
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Do you still think you're clever
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# f,‘ G THE BESTSELLINGYBBIYOU THINK YOURE CLEVER? (1

From the ever-curious mind that brought you the
bestselling Do You Think You're Clever? comes a
brand-new trip to the far reaches of the
intellectual universe, courtesy of even more
notoriously provocative Oxbridge interview
questions. What makes a strong woman?
(Theology, Oxford) Instead of politicians, why
don’t we let the managers of IKEA run the
country?  (Social and  Political = Sciences,
Cambridge) Whether you're interested in going to
Oxbridge or just want to give your brain a
workout, join polymath John Farndon on another
exhilarating journey through the twists and turns
of thought, and explore just what it means to be
genuinely clever - rather than just smart.

ISBN: 9781848316294

The Story of Planet Earth

This book offers a mind-blowing look at the
history of the creation of the world, from
the Big Bang to the present day. Each
chapter explores the key systems that drive
the planet, including geology, climate and
life, and how they all interact to keep the
planet going. It covers key events in Earth's
history such as the Ice Ages and the meteor
impact that may have caused the extinction
of the dinosaurs, ending with a discussion
on climate change.
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ISBN: 9781409599906
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ISBN : 9789627710073
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One of us is lying
Leung Sin Tung Ruby 10C

One of us is lying is a mystery novel written by Karen M. McManus and
published in 2017. The story starts off when five students, Bronwyn, Cooper, Nate,
Addy and Simon, are having detention after a teacher found phones in their bags,
which is against the school rules. The students are distracted by a car accident
outside the classroom window. After a minute, Simon suffers from an allergic
reaction and dies after drinking water from a plastic cup, and right before he could
post the deepest secrets of the other four students on his gossip app. The four
students become suspects for murdering Simon. As the police further investigates,
the four of them build a close bond with each other while digging out the truth
themselves.

The book touches on subjects like school bullying, gender identities,
depression, and gives readers topics of discussion. The author also writes about
the struggles one will encounter during adolescence in the story plot, which makes
young readers easy to relate themselves to.

Other than that, the story is full of suspense. The plot is hard to predict, and I
was a bit surprised as the truth of Simon’s death unravelled. The mysterious vibe
of the plot made me crave for more and I was unable to put the book down. The
book is divided into chapters written from the point of view of each of the four
suspects. The author showcases the individuality and the personalities of each one
very well.

All in all, One of us is lying has an exciting plot which conveys meaningful
messages. I would recommend it to my friends.

4 Nows York Toveg Betballr_

ISBN: 9780141375632
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Macbeth
KEUNG Tsz Shing, Fernando 10E

Macbeth, among Shakespeare’s numerous plays, stands out as one of his
shortest tragedies. Shakespeare’s wonderful craft of the characters” development
and acts of bloodshed blotted throughout the play tells the audience of the
negative consequences ambition and power can bring.

“All hail, Macbeth, that shalt be king hereafter!”

Macbeth first begins his treacherous journey with a prophecy by the three
witches and starts to brew his murder plan with Lady Macbeth, and to stuff his
moral value into the abyss as he schemes the regicide plot.

Lady Macbeth can be seen even more ambitious than the Thane of Cawdor
himself, encouraging Macbeth to ignore his moral values and put power and
status above all else, which he does and becomes king- or so they thought.

“Is this a dagger which I see before me, the handle toward my hand? Come,
let me clutch thee.”

After Macbeth kills the king, the oldest son, Malcolm, flees the country and
plots revenge. Eventually, he reclaims the throne and Macbeth meets his end,
along with Macdutff, a thane who is also against Macbeth.

&
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ISBN13: 9781451694727
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The language and structure of the characters” lines are confusing to many,
if not all, of the readers. Reading without any historical context and a book of
annotations proves to be impossible to modern English speakers. We are not
accustomed to Shakespeare’s iambic pentameters, rhyming couplets or blank verse.
Though with some deeper understanding and “treasure hunting”, the language
suddenly seems integral to how the play is so captivating. It is used to convey a
sense of time and place for the audience and to describe the setting, sound effect,
and atmosphere. It also signals the characters’ entrances and exits, along with
actions that happened offstage, which cannot be shown effectively with the
technology of Shakespeare’s time.

“By the pricking of my thumbs, something wicked this way comes.”
This play is a classic, and I would highly recommend it to anyone who

would love to delve into Shakespeare’s plays and elaborate designs - that is, if they
are up to the challenge of reading old English.
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Activity
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Reading Game Booth 17th October

A game booth named Fiction! Fiction! We love them was held on 17th Oct.,2019
at the Atrium from 12:50 to 1:50pm. The students matched the covers of 50 fictions
including 25 Chinese and English titles respectively to the names of the authors.

Anyone getting five or more correct answers was given a gift.

Student’s feeling on the Game Booth
8A So Man Suen Michelle

The small reading game booth was fun and easy to play. The game had books that
seemed interesting to read, and to my delight, they were all in the school library! It
encouraged students to read more of the fictions and at the same time, introduced different
writers to the students. They would be more willing to read the fictions after playing the
game. | would enrich their knowledge concerning the style of Chinese and English fiction
writers and would nurture their reading habit. Teachers’ and school librarian’s introduction of
the writers would also enhance students’ understanding of the close relationship between the
writers’ personal background and their writing style. | hope the library will hold more of

these booths at lunch recess!
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Book Exhibition of the Humanities Week

The Book Exhibition displaying a collection of Chinese and English library
books to support the Humanities Week, which is from 30th October to 5th
November with Climate Change as the main theme. The primary aim of this
Exhibition is to arouse students’ interest in this main theme, to enrich their
knowledge in this area and to nurture their reading habit in books about social
science. This collection covers a wide variety of different topics including global
warming, natural disasters, energy saving and environmental protection, etc.
Teachers and students interested in this main theme are encouraged to borrow the
books displayed in this Exhibition.
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@ Upcoming events
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@ Upcoming events

E-Books in the public libraries

From August to December 2019, monthly selections of Chinese and
English e-books from HyRead / SUEP and OverDrive in the Hong
Kong Public Libraries collection are ALWAYS AVAILABLE for free
download. Just download the App and login your library account to
enjoy e-reading anytime, anywhere.

Month Chinese Books English Books
August Discover the World
September Crafts, Hobbies & Home
October Award Winning Hong Kong Comic & Graphic Books
Publications
November Award Winning Hong Kong Children Fiction
Publications
December Health & Fitness

Click the link or
Scan the QR

Code >

HyRead 3

OverDrive
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@ Upcoming events

4.23 World Book Day Creative Competition

The Hong Kong Public Libraries organize the "4 23 World Book Day
Creative Competition" in 2020 on the theme, “Growing Up with
Reading”, in support of the World Book Day on 23rd April. The
competition, which integrates reading and creativity, aims to broaden
and deepen the reading scope of children and youth that they are able
to grow up towards enriched lives with reading.

zozoas’ \ 9
« %23 World Book Day
BEEEH Croativo Compotition in 2020
7 WS =

SV/RN
WY

Entry Requirements
Junior Secondary (S1 - S3)
Chinese / English

Topic: “A Story that Touched My Heart”
Choose a book that touched your heart (printed or electronic version) and write a book report to
introduce the content and share your views. Write your own topic for the book report.

650 - 800 words (including all punctuations)

Senior Secondary (54 - S6)
Chinese / English

Topic: “Growing Up with Reading”
Write an essay to illustrate your reading experiences and share your views through reading more
than one piece of reading materials (including at least one book item either in printed or electronic

version) related to the theme. Write your own topic for the essay.

1,000 - 1,200 words (including all punctuations)
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@ Upcoming events

4.23 World Book Day Creative Competition

Prizes

Junior Secondary Chinese Category - 15 participants; Junior Secondary English Category - 8
participants

Senior Secondary Chinese Category - 12 participants; Senior Secondary English Category - 5
participants

A book coupon at HK$500, a medal and a certificate will be awarded to each winner. A trophy will
also be awarded to the school of each award winner.

Submission Deadline

3 January 2020 (For entries sent by post, the postmark date will be regarded as the date of
submission. Late submission and mail items with insufficient postage will not be accepted.)
Note:

- All entries should be nominated and submitted by schools.

- Please ensure that sufficient postage is paid to avoid unsuccessful delivery of mails.

Adjudication Panel
Teachers and members from the education profession and related organizations.

Result Announcement

Result will be announced in April 2020. Schools of award winners will receive individual
notification. All award winners and schools will be invited to attend the Prize Presentation
Ceremony held in April 2020. Roving exhibitions of the winning entries will be held at Hong Kong
Public Libraries from late April onwards.

Enquiry
2921 2660 (Monday to Friday: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. & 2:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.)
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