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“Discover the history of Hong Kong, from a fishing
village in the Chinese empire to a British colony to
a major international financial centre and part of

China once more.”
Source: https://www.introducinghongkong.com/history

Although Hong Kong is a small city, it is inhabited
by seven million people now. It is undeniable that
Hong Kong is part of China. As a result of the
First and Second Anglo-Chinese Wars, Hong Kong
was ceded from China to Britain and was ruled by
Britain up to 1997. China regained her rule over
Hong Kong again till now. We are now celebrating
the 27th Anniversary of the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region and knowing more about the
historical background of our city will help broaden
our horizons and will strengthen our sense of
belonging to our home country: China.

The main theme of the fifth newsletter published
by the Library and Reading Affairs Team is
History of Hong Kong. Let's learn more about the
background of Hong Kong and enjoy reading our
recommendations!
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HONG KONG: PAST &
PRESENT

Hong Kong is Time's ever-changing
chameleon, performing its dexterity with
such speed that an absence of a few
years can leave one bewildered by the
city’s radically altered appearance. Here
the intervals between past and present
seem to concertina, as though history has
compressed centuries into decades and
years into months. This book plays on
these extremestoillustrate how much can
alter in those sometimes astonishingly
brief intervals.

HONG KONG: THEN
AND NOW

Hong Kong was first captured on
camera when the British arrived to
lay claim to its ‘fragrant harbour’ in
1841. Its fascinating history has been
documented through photography
ever since — from its rapid expansion
as a Crown Colony to its handover
to China in 1997 and its present
status as one of the world’s leading
international financial centres.
Pairing rare and previously
unpublished photographs with
contemporary views taken from
the same location, this book
highlights the rich and varied
history of this constantly
evolving metropolis, from
Victoria Harbour, the
Hong Kong Club and
the Star Ferry to Kowloon
Walled City, Chek Lap Kok
Airportandthe gleamingskyscrapers
of its central banking district.
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LOST HONG KONG: Lost Hong Kong
A HISTORY IN PICTURES =y

The story of Hong Kong is one of almost
constant change. From a sleepy fishing _ s
community, Hong Kong — now a Special §
Administrative Region following its return g
from Britain to China in July 1997 —has grown §
into one of the most significant financial and
trading centres of the world.

Over the years photographers have recorded '°BN: 9789887792840
the changing face of Hong Kong: its street

scenes, buildings, and people. This book is a pictorial

tribute to this lost Hong Kong. Once familiar but now
long-gone scenes are recorded, offering a tantalising
glimpse back at an era which in chronological terms may

be relatively recent, but given the rapidity of change,

seems like a distant age.

HONG KONG’S JOURNEY
TO REUNIFICATION:
MEMOIRS OF SZE-YUEN
CHUNG

Tourney to
‘%mnﬁmtiﬂn

Memoirs of Sze-yuen (bung
Sze-yuen Chung is probably the only native
sonofHongKongwhowascloselyandactively
involved in the entire process of transferring
Hong Kong's sovereignty back to China. This
book records Chung’s personal experiences
in Hong Kong'’s political scene in the two
decades between 1979 and 1999 and his
role in the Sino-British negotiations that led
to the transition from British colonial rule

to a position of autonomy under Chinese
sovereignty.

ISBN: 9789629960025
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HONG KONG IMAGES:
PEOPLE AND ANIMALS

A selection of attractively written articles
by the author, who is the Head of the Far
East Department, School of Oriental and
African Studies, University of London, on
Chinese customs, folklore and traditional
life in Hong Kong. Although the content
of this book is academically respectable
and informative, it is designed for popular
reading.

Masterfully blending black-and-white and
color photography, this book seamlessly
intertwines the human and animal
subjects, authentically reflecting Hong
Kong's distinctive character and vibrant
CBN: 9622092551 energy. The breathtaking visuals are
complemented by insightful prose that

thoughtfully examines the city’s unique
ambience and spirit.

Hl’lli]:'..

DISCOVERING HONG e
HERITAGE: THE NEW SR v reesloin
TERRITORIES =

This book takes the armchair traveler
on an exploration of Hong Kong's New
Territories, where generations of Hong 1
Kong culture have been preserved in the p Swwt. W
religious beliefs, festivals, social customs, i s’
and folk superstitions of people as well b =
as in the architecture of temples and clan !il
halls. It takes us on a fascinating journey " Poicia Lim &4
through the New Territories of Hong
Kong, unveiling the region’s deeply rooted
cultural heritage that has endured through
centuries. Spanning diverse towns and
villages, the pages come alive with vivid
accounts and stunning photographs that
document the area’s unique traditions,
historical landmarks, and way of life.

-
-
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ISBN: 97801 95928266
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READING ACTIVITIES
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BOOK REPORTS

THE GIRL WHO DRANK THE MOON

XIE ANGEL
/B (40)

The GirlWho Drankthe Moonisachildren’sstorybook [
written by Kelly Barnhill. This book tells a fantasy SRS
story. Just as the Newbury Awards Committee said &S
in the award speech: “These kind and hopeful novels FSas
invite children from all over the world to control their F §%.
power and raise the important question of what
separates us and what reunites us.” Barnhill's story =
is also full of pure magic, especially the delicate & sy ot
untolding of complex plots and the untorgettable |\ garnhill, the author

call to unique characters. of The Girl Who Drank
the Moon

Benevolence, heartbreak, hope, sadness, and

miracles all flash in its beautiful and lyrical poetry-like
prose. The protagonist of this book is a girl named Luna. Every year, the
residents of the Protectorate sacrifice a baby to the witch Xan who lives in
the forest. However, Xan is a kind wizard. Instead of hurting the children,
she will take care of them and arrange
adoption for them. But by mistake,
the female witch fairy fed the
babygirl’'moonlight’ detected
13 years ago instead of
the usual ‘starlight’. The
super magic produced
by moonlight in the girl’s
body will be unsealed
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when she is 13 years old and will also bring
serious consequences to this magical world.

Throughout the adventures, Luna has made
friends who help her grow. At last, after all,
they overcome the challenges. Luna asks the
townspeople for her mother’s name, and her
name is revealed to be Adara. Luna travels
with Fyrian to other cities to tell them the
truth about Xan. The story ends with Luna
discovering a poem from Glerk, which he
wrote for her as he left for the swamp, as
the paper that has the poem turns into a
bird and flies into the sky.

This story is about the interesting life of
the girl Luna, and how she grows up in
her adventures with her friends. It is a very

inspiring story about Luna discovering her real identity and finding

her true self. This book is also intertwined with a unique free-going world,
a dangerous journey, the family affection between the baby girl Luna and
the witch fairy, the separation and sadness between family members, the
struggle between good and evil, etc.

The plot is full of suspense. The language is beautiful and interesting,
creating a different fairy tale with a dangerous atmosphere. At last, the
most amazing part of the book is that the witch inside the story is not evil
butkind, and helps all those children. She is positive enough to fight against
evil forces, which is totally different from the bad traditional witches, and
it completely changes the evil image of witches in people’s minds.

This is a fantastic book to read, and if you are interested, give it a read!
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THE INHERITANCE GAMES

CHAN SZE CHING KATE
9C (4)

Are you afan of plottwists and puzzles? Then
The Inheritance Games is just the book for
you.

The Inheritance Games is a young adult
mystery fiction written by Jennifer Lynn
Barnes. The book was published by Little
Brown on September 1, 2020. The story
follows a girl named Avery. Avery is a
high school student who just lost her
mother and is living with her stepsister
Libby. Avery only has one goal in life: to
survive high school with a scholarship
and get a better future. These plans
are wrecked when a billionaire named
Tobias Hawthorne dies and leaves her

,/syf EIIME Ao NUTHlNh

fl\/HHE"ZU\

his entire fortune. Avery must move into hls masswe

mansion full of riddles and code he man
Haw Y
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BOOK AND FILM REVIEW
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