Hong Kong Baptist University Affiliated School Wong Kam Fai Secondary and Primary School



4t Issue
June 2018

Contents

Chief Principal's Message

Achievement Highlights

Hong Kong Arts Development Awards
Softball Team

Tennis Team

Football Team (Primary School)
English Debate Team (Primary School)
Jazz Dance Team

Top 100 Flipped Learning Teachers

Academic Highlights

thEIEE

English Language

Mathematics

BHHB

Science

Personal, Social & Humanities Education
Information and Computer Literacy /
Information and Communication Technology
Music

Physical Education

Reading Team

STEAM

Interviews - Outstanding Teams
Chinese Drum Team

Chinese Dance Team

Interviews - New Programmes
GCEAL Programme
Middle School

Global Learning and Exchange Programme

Alumni
Lau Tsz Ki Jodie
Ho Kwan Leong Robin

Man Hoi Wai Hannah

P1

P2
P4
P6
P7
P8
P10
P11

P12
P14
P16
P18
P20
P22

P26
P27
P28
P29
P30

P32
P34

P36
P40
P44

P46
P50
P54

Editorial Team #rEEHE

Cover Designer $1HEEZET
11A Chan Pak Yan Jacko FRAA T

Logo Designer Z555% 5t

Tjota Johnson E{KE (2016 £34)

Photographers &5/

Mr. Johnny Lau BIEJE5E4E
11D Leung Shiu Pong 228136
11D Tsui Yat Chi Justin #£3%& 2

Reporters ;&

10D LuiChungYan H48R
10D Lim Natalie Joan #REFZ
10D  SoWing Sum ER&k/Or
10E  Chung Chi Ching #B1&
10E  YuYan Hang SRR

11C  Man TszWan X 5288
11E Jon Chan fRE

Proofreaders 14

Ms. Koo Sung Dek, Jacqui thiEfEEEM
Ms. Ge Wenyan, Maggie B3 4 £l
Ms. Tse Lai Ha, Tammy #EEZED

Ms. Lau Ka Fong, Angela ZIZ75EE0
Ms. Wu Yingying, Jessie ‘REZEEHT
Ms. Bonnie Ada Wai 218 ZET

Ms. Maneka Prakash Mankani

Mr. Chu Hiu Fung Anson REEIEE M

Editor-in-chief {2#wEE
Mr. Simon Cheung 3R&ZEEM

Advisors B&R

Dr. Benjamin Chan AR EHEEEE L
Mr. Eric Lo ERBEEEIRE

Ms. Stephanie Ng REZSENIERE
Mr. Akai Law ZEFE TS ZET



Chief Principal’s
\Viessage
MR R BYEE

The latest publication of A-Journal covers every detail and highlight of A-School life throughout
this school year. With articles, interviews and photos written, conducted and taken by students,
A-Journal stands out from other school publications because it is prepared by the students
who got a free hand in every process, from planning, interviewing, writing, editing, designing,
proofreading to printing under the guidance of our teachers. It is surely the best way to showcase
the creativity, comprehensive skills, and self-directed learning ability of our students!

Previous issues received positive feedback from both parents and teachers, yet our students
are complacent with what have been achieved so far. They follow the school motto “Strive for
Excellence” and present us with a series of quality articles that captured their peers’ memorable
moments inside and outside the campus, including academic achievements, exciting time in the
sports field, interesting stories in school life, etc. And you don’t want to miss the interviews with

our alumni by current students.

The editorial team has outdone themselves this year. | hope you enjoy reading the latest
A-Journal as much as | do because | am surprised by the progress they made and the effort they

putinit.

& —H#A-Journalit ik ¥ A-School SEBFHIBXRKZ - EERLBSRIENRITIY)
2% - A-Journal25IARE - AREZHEEZENTY - EEMNEET - BASHEHE
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Achievement Highlights
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Achievement Highlights

“Stay Humble,
Hustle Hard”

The A-School Boys’ Softball Team, won its 8 consecutive champion
in All Hong Kong Inter-Secondary School Softball Competition in
2017.

Our Boys’ Softball Team is honoured to make our way to the final this year where we faced
Diocesan Boys' School. Smashing the opponent 27:1, our boys were crowned the champion
for the 8th consecutive year together with the honour of the Most Valuable Player in the All
Hong Kong Inter-Secondary School Softball Competition.

The A-School softball team was founded in 2006, the year that the school was established.
With the enormous support from the school and parents, the boys were involved in quality
training programmes, given the opportunities to compete in overseas competitions, in China,
Malaysia, Singapore, Taiwan, etc, and have made continued success over the years.

“Stay Humble, Hustle Hard" is the motto of the team. The boys not only dominate the field
at the Inter-school level, but also become the representatives of the Hong Kong Softball and
Baseball Men’s and Youth Team. Our most renowned achievements include Men’s Softball
World Championship, Jr. Men'’s Softball World Championship, as well as Asia Qualifier for U15
- Baseball World Cup.

Working together as a team is the key to success, every member is a valuable part of the
team. In order to strengthen the members, sense of belonging to the team and the school,
an Alumni Softball Team was formed. Through participating in the Hong Kong Softball Open
League, senior members of the team were able to fuel their passion for the sport and serve as
a mentor for junior members. In the coming years, we are aiming at extending our reach to
the Girls’ Softball Team.

The philosophy of our team is not just about championship. It is also about personal growth
and character development. We will definitely continue to strive for excellence and nurture
personal development.



Members of A-School’s Boys’ Softball

Team

BEL B

Records of A-School Boys’ Softball Team

2008 - 2009

All Hong Kong Inter - Secondary
School Softball Competition.

3rd Runner Up

2009-2010

All Hong Kong Inter - Secondary
School Softball Competition.

2nd Runner Up

2010-2011 | All Hong Kong Inter - Secondary | Champion

School Softball Competition. (MVP: NG Ting Fan)
2010-2011 | Hong Kong Youth Novice Softball | Champion

Championship
2011-2012 | All Hong Kong Inter - Secondary | Champion

School Softball Competition. (MVP: CHEUNG Tak Hei Trevor)
2012-2013 | All Hong Kong Inter - Secondary | Champion

School Softball Competition.

(MVP: CHEUNG Tak Hei Trevor)

2012-2013

Hong Kong Youth Novice Softball
Championship

1st Runner up

2013 -2014 | All Hong Kong Inter - Secondary | Champion
School Softball Competition. (MVP: CHING Chun Michael)
2013-2014 | Hong Kong Youth Novice Softball | Champion

Championship

(Overall MVP: CHING Chun
Michael)

2014 -2015 | All Hong Kong Inter - Secondary | Champion

School Softball Competition. (MVP: CHING Chun Michael)
2015-2016 | All Hong Kong Inter - Secondary | Champion

School Softball Competition. (MVP: YU Mervyn)
2015-2016 | Hong Kong Youth Novice Softball | Champion

Championship (Overall MVP: YU Mervyn)
2016-2017 | All Hong Kong Inter - Secondary | Champion

School Softball Competition.

(MVP: YU Mervyn)

2016 -2017

Hong Kong Youth Novice Softball
Championship

1st Runner up

2017-2018

All Hong Kong Inter - Secondary
School Softball Competition.

Champion
(MVP: CHIU Lok Hang)

2017-2018

Hong Kong U19 Softball Elite
Competition 2018

1st Runner up

1 |7A  |CHANHoYin

2 |[7A | YIUHok Lai

3 |7B |NG Shun Hei

4 |7C | YEHHsuanTing

5 |7E | TAl Lok Hay Haven

6 |8B |TAlLokTim Timothy

7 |8C | CHENG York To Nicolas
8 |8C |LAMVYuTing

9 |8C |POONTszHo

10 |8C | WONG Pak Hin Ethan
118D | CHAN Chun Shing Anson
12 |8D | CHOW HeiYee

13 |8E | CHEUNGTaiYin

14 |8E | TSANG Hok Hin Hawking
15|9E | CHENG SiLok

16 |9E | CHOI Ho Him

17 |9E | LAM ChunYin

18 | 10B | CHAN Yui Chit

19 | 10D | LUl Wang Pok**

20 | 10E | LAM Wai Kiu

21 [12C | CHIU Lok Hang*

22 | 12C |HO Ngo Chai
*Captain

**Vice Captain




Achievement Highlights

Good Things
Come in Pairs

A-School’s Tennis Teams have again won the second place
in the New Territories Inter-Secondary Schools Tennis
Competition, 2017-2018 (Open Grade). But this time, it was
won by both the Boys' and the Girls' Tennis Teams.

Being a team with 6-year history and having many young team members from G7 and G8,
it was not easy for our boys' team to enter the final match for four consecutive years to
compete with all schools’ tennis teams in New Territories. It was also the first time the girls’
team entering the final match. Facing many tough rivals starting from round robin matches
all the way through the final match, the teams have shown their passion and determination
in every game.

Even though they did not get the Champion this year, their spirit would sustain to push them
forward. We look forward to seeing the young members to improve and continue to strive for
the best next year.

Development of A-School’s Tennis Team

Year Development
2012-13 | Founded

2014-15 | Champion in the New Territories Inter-Secondary Schools Tennis Competition (Boys)

2015-16 | 1st Runner Up in the New Territories Inter-Secondary Schools Tennis Competition (Boys)

2016-17 | 1st Runner Up in the New Territories Inter-Secondary Schools Tennis Competition (Boys)

2017-18 | 1stRunnerUpinthe NewTerritories Inter-Secondary Schools Tennis Competition
(Boys & Girls)

Namelist of Students Involved

(SS/ PS)
Category |Class | Name
Boys 12D | YAU Yuk Hin
11C LAW Gregg
11E CHOW Hoi Hei
9D KWOK Tsz Shing Decky
9E MIU Hon Sum
8E CHAN Michael ChungTin
7A LI Sheung Long
7B CHAN Kwok Shun Dasson
7C HUIYi Hin
7C TING Wan Chun
7E POON Julien Pok Man
Girls 8D CHAN Wing Yan Emily
7A CHE Sin Yu
7B KAN Yan Ling
7C CHAN Yee Ting




GIVE ME FIVE

A-School’s Boys' Football Team excels not only in traditional
inter-school football competitions, but also in futsal
competition.

The 2018 Nike Cup is a famous futsal competition in HK. This year we were glad to have been
invited to the School Division, together with other strong teams from 11 primary schools in
Hong Kong. All teams were divided into 4 groups and played against each other. Only one
team from each group could go to the final round on 8 March.

We defeated DBS Primary School and Yaumati Catholic Primary School in the 1st round.
They are both strong teams well-known for their devotion to sports. Finally we got the
championship by winning 4:1 in the semi-final and 5:0 in the final game. Leung Cheuk Lun
from 6E also got the MVP and Top Scorer of the match.

We look forward to their continued passion, devotion and achievement in the years to come
in our secondary division.

Champion in 2018 Nike Cup Champion in Shatin Inter-school
School Division 5:0 Football Competition 2017-18
Boys' Football Team Members Football Team Members

Class Name Class | Name

6C CHENG TszTing 5A TANAKA Yuki

5B TSUI Ho Yin Matthew 5B TONG Wan Hei

5E SUNG Kian Chong Hung 5E LI Chung Hang

6C CHIU Ching Yu 5E SUNG Kian Chong Hung

6C LEE Chak Shun 6C CHIU Ching Yu*

6D LEE Aaron Cheuk Tak 6D LEE Aaron Cheuk Tak

6D TSANG Cheuk Yin 6D TSANG Cheuk Yin

6E LEUNG Cheuk Lun *A 6E LEUNG Cheuk Lun*

6E NG Jaden 6E NG Jaden
* Most Valuable Player 6C LEE Chak Shun

A
Top Scorer 5B TSUI Ho Yin Matthew

6D WONG Ching Yin Marty
3A SMITH Caleb

4A YIP Ka Ho

4C CHIOK Chun Hei

4E HO Ki Sun

6D TSO Tsz Fung

* Most Valuable Player

BEL B



Achievement Highlights

Junior English Debate Team

Our Junior English Debate Team was set up in September 2017. This year, the school has sent
two teams to participate in the Hong Kong Secondary Schools Debating Competition (Primary
Section), which involves 38 primary teams from 22 schools. Participating teams include
prestigious schools like Diocesan Girls’ Junior School, Diocesan Boys’ School Primary Division,
Renaissance College, etc.

Our debaters are learning fast. With lots of hard work, the Junior Debate Team had its first ever debate after only weeks since its founding. In
Round 1, the team debated against Yau Ma Tei Catholic PS (Hoi Wang Rd.) and Ping Shek Estate Catholic Primary School on an interesting and
relevant motion: “This House believes that Hong Kong primary students should have more free time in their weekly schedules”

5B Kwok Wo Tin Angelo impressed the adjudicator with his captivating scenario and clear definitions. The research was thorough and his
arguments were well organized and supported. 5B Lai Yuen Wo Janice was awarded the Best Debater of the match. A-School’s performance
was promising.

In Round 2, A-School debated against Diocesan Girls’ Junior School and Chinese Methodist School (North Point) on the motion: “This House

believes that Hong Kong should legalise e-bicycles.” We were delighted to win both debates and continued to impress the adjudicators.

The teams strained every nerve to respond with some powerful rebuttals. The match against Diocesan Girls’ Junior School was particularly
gripping. A-School struggled very hard to seize the victory in an extremely close neck-to-neck game, eventually surpassing Diocesan Girls'
Junior by one point.

Our 5ETang Hau In, proved her skills in persuasion by providing a comprehensive summary and well-formulated rebuttals, declaring her team’s
winning. She was presented the Best Debater Award.



In Round 3, A-School debated against Pui Kiu College and Good Hope Primary School cum
Kindergarten on the motion "This House believes that Hong Kong should introduce a garbage
tax to reduce household waste". Adjudicators praised our debaters for their "mind-blowing"
performance, which was "of unusually high standard and better than a lot of secondary
school teams in Hong Kong". Team 1 successfully carried the motion and won all three rounds
of debates while Team 2 defeated one team. Now A-School is running as one of the finalists in
the Grand Finals Competition in June.

We look forward to their continued passion, devotion and achievement in the years to come
in our secondary division.

Date Opponents Highlights

Nov 20 | Ping Shek Catholic HKBUAS won
Primary School

Best Speaker: 5B LAl Yuen Wo Janice
Mar 8 | Diocesan Girls’ Junior School HKBUAS won

Mar 8 Chinese Methodist School HKBUAS won
(North Point)

Best Speaker: 5E TANG Hau In

May 3 | PuiKiu College HKBUAS won
Best Speaker: 5A CHAN Erin Yuet Kiu
Jun 14 | Yau Ma Tei Catholic PS HKBUAS playing in the Grand Finals
(Hoi Wang Rd.)

Members of HKBUAS Junior English Debate Team who have taken part in Hong
Kong Secondary Schools Debating Competition (Primary Division)

Class Name

5A CHAN Erin Yuet Kiu

5B AU Sheung Wang Ryan
5B KWOK Wo Tin Angelo
5B LAI'Yuen Wo Janice

5B ZHU Anthony Xin Xiang
5C CHEUNG Yee Ying

5D HO Hiu Chun

5E HAU In Tang

5E YEUNG Sum Yuet

6A FAN Chau Yu

6B MA Chun Nok

6D NGAITsz Tung

BEL B



Achievement Highlights

Dancing Ninj

The A-School Jazz Dance Team has once again won the Gold

Award in Junior Large Group Commercial Dance Category in

both Hong Kong Qualifying Match and Asian Cup 2018 of the
Dance World Cup.

Dance World Cup is held in different countries every year. Dancers from around the world
need to compete in their own regions in order to fight for a qualification to enter the final.
There will be over 1200 teams in different categories in the final.

This year, our Jazz Dance Team has once again won the Gold Award and scored high enough in
the Hong Kong Qualifying Match and the Asian Cup. Though the matches were competitive,
we are proud to announce that our team eventually gained the qualification to enter the final
which will be held in Spain in June.

Records of A-School’s Jazz Dance Team

Year Competition Awards

Members of A-School’s Jazz

2013 -2014 | 50th Schools Dance Festival | Higher Commended Award Dance Team who attended the

2014 -2015 | 51st Schools Dance Festival | Higher Commended Award Dance World Cup 2018
Class | Name
Shatin Dance Competition | Gold Award 8A CHU Ka Kiu
2015-2016 2 x Higher Commended Awards (we had two <
52nd Schools Dance Festival gher! i 8B SUNG CheukTing
teams joining the competition that year)
- - 8B YUP Hiu Lam Vanessa
Gold awards in Junior Large Group Jazz -
Dance World Cup 2017 Dance category (Hong Kong Qualifying 8B KWOK Atrie
2016-2017 March and Asian Cup) 8C LEE Ching Yan
53rd Schools Dance Festivals | Higher Commended Award 8C | MAKHauYan
Gold Award in Junior Large Group 8D WONG sz Ki
Dance World Cup 2018 Commercial Dance Category (Hong Kong 9A SHUN Hiu Lam
Qualifying March and Asian Cup) 9E YUEN Tin Wai
2017-2018 54th Schools Dance Festival | Higher Commended Award 9E WONG Lok Ching

Ath— 0\ 128F) 44 -

ATELLE 2017 BE (FEKRAEHR)




TOP 100

Ms. Jenny Leung, our Assistant English Panel Head and Head
of e-Learning in secondary division, was elected the Top 100
Flipped Learning Leaders in K-12 Education Worldwide.

The Flipped Learning Global Initiative (FLGI) identified the top 100 K-12 educators who are
driving the adoption of Flipped Learning around the world. These selected educators are
Flipped Learning practitioners from lItaly, China, Taiwan, Spain, UAE, the United Kingdom,
Turkey, Italy, Korea, Argentina, Iceland, Sweden, India, and the United States. The initiative
also identified the top 50 Flipped Learning leaders in higher education and the top 50 Flipped
Learning administrators and tech coaches.

Flipped Learning is new in Hong Kong. But it has been adopted in the States and many
other parts in the world for over 10 years. When this pedagogy was first created, it referred
to teachers making instructional videos so that students could learn the subject knowledge
before or after classes, at their own individual space at home. So, teachers and students can
do more activities during class time to let students apply the knowledge. At the same time,
students of different learning abilities and styles can be personally taken care of. In these 10
years, Flipped Learning has evolved and become more and more dynamic to suit the needs of
21st century education, to equip our students with creativity, critical thinking, collaboration
and communication (4Cs) skills.

Ms. Jenny Leung has been adopting this innovative teaching approach in her classes for a
few years. The teaching method greatly motivated her students to learn and allowed her with
sufficient time to do more activities in class in order to nurture students’4Cs skills.

In the past few years, she has been actively connected with teachers around the world, and
built a learning community with other Hong Kong teachers, to learn from them and to share
her practices with them. In April 2018, Ms. Leung was elected by the Flipped Learning Global
Initiative, the biggest Flipped Learning organisation in the world, to be the top 100 Flipped
Learning Leaders in K-12 Education Worldwide.

BEL B
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Highlights | Academic

A-School students always have heaps of
opportunities to have fun and learn English
outside the classroom! Let’s take a look and
see what English activities they have joined
in the past few months!

14

English

RTHK visit by junior grade
students

Four Grade 8 students, Christopher, Chimmy,
Lok Lok and Atrie were invited to a recorded
session of RTHK Teen Time programme to
share their opinions on their encounter with
Typhoon Hato in September 2017. They had
complete autonomy to decide their own
topic and they eventually agreed to talk
about Typhoon Hato because Typhoon Hato
seriously affected Hong Kong and Macau
residents and thus they wanted to express
their views on this issue. They also discussed
the influence of having typhoons and how
people should not underestimate the power
of nature.

The students were excited and had an
unforgettable experience in meeting a
professional DJ, Ms. Alyson Hau, in a real
broadcasting room!

Our students rehearsing for the play on stage in the Sai Wan Ho Civic Centre

AFTEC Young Theatre Maker x PBL

Last April to July, 14 Grade 7 to Grade 9 students participated in the AFTEC Young Theatre
Maker programme. Students received 18 hours of theatre training for their performance of
the play “Bye Bye Baby"”in Sai Wan Ho Civic Centre on 9th July, 2017.

The play was about issues that concerned teenagers such as physical disabilities, social
insecurities, bullying, and addiction to social networking sites. Since this play involved topics
with in-depth research and discussion, students linked this project with their Term P Project-

Based Learning.

In order to let the students better understand how being physically disabled was like, they
experienced being disabled one day in school by being blind-folded and wheeled. Students
exclaimed how inconvenient it was to be physically-disabled, even in an already disabled-

friendly campus.

2 )

8B Chimmy Chin-Yee YEUNG

“The RTHK visit is definitely a very fresh
and exciting experience for me. I've never
been to a radio station before, let alone
joining a radio programme! This visit lets us
experience new things and I'm very blessed
and lucky to have the chance to take part in
this event!”

8B Yat-Lok MAN

“The RTHK was a whole new experience
for me. I've never been to the RTHK station
before so that was my first time. My heart
was pumping when entering the radio
station because | was very nervous. | finally
knew how a radio station is like. Joining this
wonderful programme made me feel so
honoured.”

__ _J

The programme was aired on 24th October,
2017, at RTHK Radio 3.



Students experiencing being physically-disabled

g | B2l

After such experience, the students had a chance to meet with the only visually impaired
teacher in Hong Kong, Mr. Billy Yau. They prepared interview questions based on their
experience at school and discussed them with Mr. Yau. Everyone was very enthusiastic and
raised really good questions. They even learned how Mr.Yau used his special keyboard to leave
statuses and comments on Facebook! After this interview, students were able to understand
more how they could help the visually-impaired on the street and learned to show care and

respect to the disabled in society.

Meeting Mr. Billy Yau and learning more about his life

After a series of research and activities,
students presented different findings and
built models, on 8th July, 2017, in the PBL
Showcase. The audience of the Showcase
were able to walk through the issues they
were studying.

Students preparing for the PBL showcase

Students holding props in their roles in front of their PBL
showcase booth

Meeting Mr. Billy Yau and learning more about his life

Students also met with students from another participating school in the AFTEC programme,
Ma On Shan St. Joseph School. In the meeting, they played English drama games together
and also discussed social issues critically. They even produced improvised scenes to explore
the social issues. It was a fun and meaningful learning experience.

Meeting with students of Ma On Shan St. Joseph Secondary School

Ultimately, with the research they’ve done, and the professional theatrical training from
AFTEC, students put on a great show on 9th July, 2017 in the Sai Wan Ho Civic Theatre Centre.
Though our students were still quite new in acting, this learning journey was more than just
acting. Students also learned to be open-minded to make new friends, to step out of their
comfort zone to try something new and challenge themselves, and to understand and show
care as well as respect to other members in the community. This is definitely a special and
wonderful learning journey that students have experienced in A-School.
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Mathematics

Mathematics Acceleration Programme -

Sharing of Students

Cyrus, Ajax, Fernando and Noah from the Mathematics Acceleration

Programme

A-School provides the Mathematics Acceleration Programme to facilitate advanced learning
of students who perform well in Mathematics, and also enhance their problem solving and
logical thinking skills. Let's review the comments of some students about this programme:

Grade 7 WONG Kai Chung, Noah

I met some talented classmates through
the Acceleration Programme, one from
Grade 5 and one from Grade 6. It is a
new challenge to me to study Grade 10
Mathematics this year. We have lessons
in small groups so the teacher can
identify our weaknesses easily. A-School
also nominated me to join some
advanced courses such as the HKUST
Dual Programme. The learning pace
is very fast, which covers a lot of topics
in a short period of time. Yet, I still find
Mathematics interesting and | will try
my best to learn as much as | can. _)

)

Grade 8 HO Ajax

I am very grateful that A-School has
given me this valuable opportunity to
explore some advanced knowledge
of Mathematics. | am studying Grade
10 Mathematics including the HKDSE
Mathematics extended part Module
2 this year. | have also joined various
mathematics competitions like
American  Mathematics  Olympiads
(AMO) and Hong Kong Mathematics
Olympiad (HKMO). These wonderful
experiences allow me to explore
advanced Mathematics to expand
my vision. | am also glad to have met
some new friends and classmates in the
HKUST Dual Programme. As a result, |
want to thank the school for giving me
countless opportunities to explore my
talent. Thank you.

_/

—

- )

Grade 8 KEUNG Tsz Shing, Fernando

Being a student in the Mathematics
Acceleration Programme has been a
great pleasure and has vastly expanded
my sea of knowledge. In the old days,
people used compasses, maps and
other necessities to explore “uncharted
regions” on earth. It is very similar to
learning, which is an ongoing process.
We should keep exploring the unknowns
of the great vault of knowledge left by
giants in the past.

The Mathematics Acceleration Programme
has been immensely satisfying and
soothing for my bottomless-pit-like
craving of mathematical knowledge. |
would take this special occasion to express
my gratitude to my Mathematics teachers
for their generous support in this elite

rogramme.
9 _J

Grade 8 YAU Chung Nam Cyrus

I am very thankful that A-School gave
me opportunities to join the Acceleration
Programme and to enroll in different
competitions outside of school in these
years. | have almost completed the
HKDSE Mathematics Compulsory Part
curriculum. | have also joined the HKUST
Maths Dual Programme Level 2, Pui
Ching Mathematics Competition and
HKMO this year. | would like to thank all
my teachers for their support, especially
my PS teacher, Ms. Jackie Chong, who
nominated me to join the Acceleration
Programme since | was in Grade 4. | will
continue my interest in Mathematics.

—

Online Learning
Platform

To facilitate students’ self-directed learning,
A-School launched an online learning
platform using Google classroom where
students may submit online homework and
digital concept maps, check solutions and
access any online materials recommended
by teachers. Students may also download
supplementary exercises based on individual
needs.

This online learning platform effectively
enhances teacher-student communication
outside the classroom. Teachers may post
questions or videos while students may
discuss and express their views online after
class. We will keep exploring innovative and
effective teaching and learning strategies to
cater for students’modern learning habits in
the 21st century.

Online solutions to promote self-directed learning.

E-concept maps to consolidate students' understanding
in Mathematics.

Interactive discussions through Google classroom.
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Mathematics Week

A-School provides various learning opportunities inside and outside the classroom to develop
students’interest in different areas throughout the year.

This year’s theme for Mathematics Week was “Global-Mathstation”. To expand students’global

vision in Mathematics and enhance their interest in logical thinking, a series of Mathematics

activities from different countries were held in the Mathematics Week. Each student received

a set of custom-designed passport and boarding pass, travelling together to the world of ~ Consistent with the theme, students from

mathematics. the five Chambers have designed some
great banners to share their understanding
of the Mathematical history from different
countries. After voting, Chambers Beethoven
and Columbus won the best banner design
competition while Chamber Einstein was
crowned the overall champion. We are glad
to see that the students cherish the learning
opportunities beyond the classroom and
participated in these activities actively.

Students’ Achievements in Mathematics Competitions

Competition Prize Class Students Involved
International Mathematical Olympiad (IMO)
Preliminary Selection Contest - Hong Kong 2017 Gold Award 128 HOTsz Chun
2nd-class Honour (Heat Event) 1E CHANG Chun Hei
Hong Kong Mathematics Olympiad (HKMO)
3rd-class Honour (Heat Event) 11B YU Chin Lok
ch International Talent Problem Solving Competition Finals Secondary 2 Silver Award 9D MAN Hoi Nam
(Finals)
8B HO Ajax
Hong Kong Mathematics Creative Problem Solving spim 8B KEUNG Tsz Shing
Competition e 9C NG Tsz Him
9D MAN Hoi Nam
e gt g b . 8B YAU Cheuk Nam Cyrus
BES VEHBBENE . .
. 8B HO Ajax
Competition Prize Class | Students Involved ‘ Class ‘ Students Involved
World Class Tests | School Award (Secondary) for “Outstanding / ,
(R B R AR Group Performance & Most Double Distinction”
AEt) Double Distinction in Mathematics & Problem 7D NG Ying Yau Michelle | 8A ‘ LEUNG Sin Tung
solving 8A  LEUNG Ching Wei
Distinction in Mathematics 7E LAM Yat Hei 8A LAU Tsz Shan
Distinction in Problem Solving 7D POON Vincent 8A CHEUNG Hoi Tung

Agnes
7E CHEUNG Kwan Chiu | 8B LAM Ho Yeung
8A CHAN Yin Hang Ryan | 8B SO Wing Kiu
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Science

Science Week

The Science Week aims at encouraging
students, especially those who are not
taking any science subjects in their senior
grades, to explore the beautiful nature of
science through different activities.

Biology Day

The main theme of Biology Day is fungi.
Mushroom exhibition was held in order to
let students get familiar with different types
of mushrooms and fungi, coupled with
daily applications, e.g. being ingredients of
whitening lotion and moisturizer.

Physics Day

Illusion is the main theme of Physics Day.
Different booths about the science behind
some of the illusions were set up, including
weird sound produced by Doppler’s effect,
slow dropping ball by Lenz's Law, plasma
ball that lights up fluorescence tube at a
distance, mysterious levitation and physics
behind some visual illusion phenomena.

Chemistry Day

The third day of the Science Week is the
Chemistry Day. Several workshops and
demonstrations were set up for students to
get hands-on experience with eye-catching
Chemistry phenomena, including the
Alchemy Coin, smoking bubbles, cyanotype
prints, popcorn making, helium voice and
the glowing ink. Besides, hundreds of
element symbol puzzles designed by G9 to
G11 Chemistry students were showcased for
peer challenge.
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Students’
Achievements in
Science Competitions

In order to widen students’ horizons, our
students participate in different Science
competitions every year. Outstanding
performances of some of the competitions
are shown below:

Secondary School Science and Mathematics Competition

The Secondary School Mathematics and Science Competition (SSMSC) aims to promote
students’ interests in Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry and Biology through competition. The

results are shown below:

Physics Chemistry Biology
Name Class GRADE GRADE GRADE
CHAN Chin Ho Ryan 12C Distinction High Distinction  High Distinction
CHAN Pui Lam 12C Distinction
G8 STEAM Project Showcase - CHEUNG Hoi Ching 12C High Distinction
Parachute Landing Competition CHEUNG Kin Wang 12D Distinction
10 selected groups in G8 dropped their CHIU Chun Yu 12E i RIerE Phses)
self-designed parachutes from the 3rd floor KWOK Ka Hin 12D High Distinction  High Distinction
to hit the target at the Atrium. They had LAU Yan Ho 12C Distinction
investigated the use of micro:bit in making T - L : e
their parachutes before. Their mission is to LEE Cheuk Yu 12D Distinction High Distinction  High Distinction
protect raw eggs to land safely on the target. LIU Xiaobo 12D High Distinction  High Distinction  High Distinction
LO Chun Hei 12D Distinction Medal High Distinction
. . MUN Wing Sum Glodia 12D High Distinction
Science Quiz — e
NG Mei Yau 12D High Distinction  Distinction
How much do you know about the natural - - - e
world? The Inter-chamber Science Quiz TAM Matisse Ho Mei 12E High Distinction
allows students to show their outstanding | TSE Cheuk Lam 12D  Distinction
science  knowledge. Finally, Chamber | Claudius
Aristotle outcompeted others and became | WONG Kelly 12C High Distinction  Distinction
the wi . ions!
e winner. Congratulations WONG Wing Lam 12D Distinction High Distinction
WONG Yiu Hong 12C Distinction Distinction
YIP Ryan Chun Yin 12D Distinction
YUEN Chun Hin Luigi 12C Distinction Distinction
YUEN Pak Hin 12D Distinction

21
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Highlights of
Humanities
Week

(PSHE Subjects:
Chinese  History,
Economics, BAFS)

Integrated Humanities,
Geography, History,

The Humanities Week was successfully held
during lunch recess from 27 November to 1
December.

The theme of this year was ‘The Sky
Operation - Beneath the Infinity’ The sky is
always there, but how much do we know
about it? Through activities, we would like
to highlight the important physical and
economic processes that are being carried
out in our sky.

Though there is a limit to the sky’s boundary,
there is infinite room for human beings to
explore. Through the activities we planned
during the Humanities Week, we hope
students could broaden their horizons and
widen their knowledge. More importantly,
they could pursue their knowledge in a self-
directed way. Like our universe, learning is
boundless.

Our paper birds

Personal, Social & H

Below are the activities co-organized by the Integrated Humanities, History & Geography
subjects.

Our G7 Students with their good quality models

Tossing the die for the flying chess Let's fly high! Did | get the answer correct?

To facilitate self-directed learning, students were required to choose one topic to investigate
on their own. In Term 1, each G8 student needed to make a leaflet about an environmental
issue in China, and the G9 students had to make a report and a board display about an event
during the Cold War or a contemporary period (on a group basis).

Some brilliant works are as follows:

G8 leaflets G9 board display

In December, the G8 students joined the event “Hot is Cool - A Cultural Dialogue Between
Finland & Hong Kong" The event was endorsed as an official “Finland 100" centenary
celebration programme. The event featured a theme of Finnish Sauna and Hong Kong
Pavilion. A series of inspiring cultural programmes were included, like the sauna experience,
design exhibitions, cultural salons and creative workshops. We learned a lot about the Finnish
culture. What a nice experience!

Inside the Sauna House
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Geography
Starting from 2019, a compulsory question based on fieldwork will be set in the DSE

examination. Hence, field studies are becoming increasingly important in this subject. In Term
1, the Geography Department conducted several field trips for G10 to G12 students.

Autumn is the best season for outings. In November, G12 students went to Sheung Wan and
Wan Chai to get first-hand data about the changes in the urban landscape. We got a chance
to visit the Blue House, right after its new rental scheme with St. James Settlement & the grant
of the Award of Excellence, the highest level in 2017’s Unesco Asia-Pacific Awards for Cultural
Heritage Conservation.

Witnessing the changes in Sheung Wan (G12) Standing in front of the new icon of Wan Chai (G12)

On 27th of November, our G11 students
attended a field study about the coastal
development in Cheung Chau, organized
by the Caritas Chan Chun Ha Field Study
Centre. We needed to work on the beach to
measure the beach gradient and even go
into the water to collect data about the wave
processes. Luckily, the temperature was not
cold that day.

Exploring the coastal developement in Cheung Chau (G11)

Low tide at Ma Shi Chau enabled us to line up in a row
(G11)

In early December, the G10 and G11
Geography students went to Bride’s Pool/
Mirror's Pool and Ma Shi Chau respectively.
These two sites are must-go places for
learning fluvial landforms and rocks in Hong
Kong. Though we felt very tired after hours
of walking, our spirits were high as we could
see so many spectacular landforms and

interesting rocks in their natural setting. Sitting by the rapid and the pothole (G10)
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Apart from filed studies, to increase students'
knowledge, we also attended a seminar
conducted by the Georgraphy Faculty, CUHK
in September. Can you see who was with us
in this photo? We were indeed very lucky.

Our destination - Bride's Pool (G10)
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ECONOMICS in
the Sky

In the Humanities Week this year, we followed
the theme ‘The Sky Operation - Beneath the
Infinity, and looked into the “Economics in
the Sky".

Traveling is one of the favourite activities
of Hongkongers, while the airline industry
is one typical example of oligopoly market
structure.

Budget airlines are becoming more and
more popular in recent years.

A group of students prepared board displays
to show their findings about airline market
structure and the successful factors of
budget airelines.

Personal, Social & H

Game booths were set to encourage
students, both ECONers and non-ECONers, to
understand more about the airline industry.
Through the activities, we hope students can
understand Economics is not only a subject
in textbooks, but is a set of tools that can be
applied everywhere in our daily life.

HEES

(RERBFR) : "TRRAAZE &
BSZE  H—RZE - L BERAERE
REFE  MEOSEBLBENKIRIE
8 BIRBLRIEMN - ABEEUSI TR
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Business,
Accounting
and Financial
Studies

25 students from G10 and G11 learned how
to run a business under 2017/18 Junior
Achievement Company Programme (JA CP)
organized by the Junior Achievement Hong
Kong.The programme seeks to nurture a new
generation of entrepreneurial, innovative
and civic-minded talents for Hong Kong. It
is one of the largest youth entrepreneurship
programmes in Hong Kong.

Our students’ company, “TAILORED", was set
up with the vision of promoting happiness
in studies. TAILORED believes that studying
with art can instill joy, sparkle and motivation
into study life. In this regard, TAILORED
designed the tote bag as well as a wide
range of stickers to allow its customers to
create their tailored-made stationery or
study-related items. Being designed by our
students, all TAILORED tote bags and stickers
were unique and filled with passion for study.

Our students showcased their products at
the JA CP Trade Fair, which was held at Kwun
Tong Promenade. There were over 100 other
teams who joined the Trade Fair.

Throughout the activity, students have
acquired hands on experience of running a
real business, from team formation, capital
raising, business plan development, product
development, marketing and sales to
liquidating the company.

Junior Achievement Company Programme 2017/18
Trade Fair.
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Information & Computer Literacy/
Information and Communication
Technology

Information & Computer Literacy (ICL) is
a school-based subject in Grades 7-9. It
integrates the Junior Secondary Computer
Literacy curriculum suggested by EDB and
our school-based curriculum related to IT.
The whole curriculum design aligns with
the structure of the New Senior Secondary
Information and Communication Technology
(ICT) curriculum. ICL aims to equip students
with 1) the essential knowledge, conceptsand
applications of information, communication
and computer systems, 2) problem-solving
and communication skills, critical thinking
and creativity, 3) skills of competent,
effective, critical, ethical and confident
users of ICT, which will support their lifelong
learning. In ICT, students are encouraged to
1) develop knowledge and understanding
of the range and organisation of computer
systems, and the interrelationships between
hardware, software and data, 2) demonstrate
an understanding of methods for analysing
problems, planning and implementing
solutions using ICT, 3) nurture responsible
and positive attitudes towards the use of ICT.

Champion (Senior Secondary Group), Inter-School IT Elite Challenge

All learning materials and assignments
are in electronic format and all materials
are designed by the ICL/ICT teachers. ICL/
ICT keeps abreast of the current IT trends
and promotes learning by doing. Flipped
classroom and reference web links are used
for self-study. For IT elites, we have focused
interest group activities after school and
elite training. In recent years, students got
outstanding results in external competitions
such as Merit Award in MOS Word 2016 and  Students joining Smart Kiddo Competition Robotics and Smart Technology Club students attending
School Level in MOS/ACA Skills Competition Arduino Class

2017, Silver Medal (Senior Group), Hong
Kong Olympiad in Informatics (HKOI) 2016-
17, Champion (Senior Secondary Group)
and Outstanding Award (Junior Secondary
Group), Inter-School IT Elite Challenge 2016,
Certificate of Distinction (Junior Group),
Canadian Computing Competition Hong
Kong Contest 2016. Students also showcased
their projects in public events like Microsoft
Education Forum, Hong Kong Education
University STEM Exhibition 2017, DSS STEM

A-School ICT 5** alumnus’s sharing in an ICT lesson Students showcasing in the DSS STEM Fair
Fair and Learning & Teaching Expo.



Music

Winter Concert

The concert was successfully held on 1 February
2018. The feedback from guests, parents,
students and staff was extremely positive. Here
are some words from the students.

)
11C Hung Yan Yee Bertha

As the Choir Captain for the past three
years, | have faced a number of difficulties
in managing and leading over 150
members. There are only a few chances
for the joint choir to practise before the
Winter Concert, so each of the rehearsals
was crucial to our performance and we
had to pay our greatest effort during
each practice. Although the process
was tough, | was glad to be part of this
phenomenal event. This was definitely a
remarkable and fruitful experience in my

secondary school life.
— _/
)
9A Leung Sum Yee

| was honoured to get involved in the
“Voyage of Music” It was my pleasure
to play in the orchestra and perform for
everyone. It was a fantastic performing
experience for me. Through the
performance, | could see that the school
orchestra has made a big improvement.
At first, | was worried that | would mess up
the whole performance. Luckily, my friends
and teachers supported me. | have learnt a
lot from this concert such as responsibility
and team spirit. | would like to thank the
Principal, teachers and parents for giving
us an opportunity to perform in such a

nice place.

—

)

9B Leung Sin Hang

The music played in the St. John's
Cathedral in Winter Concert was totally
different from that in the school hall. |
could still remember how beautiful the
music was in the Cathedral.

The weather was so cold that night
but | was sure that the beautiful and
brilliant performances of our talented
schoolmates and honourable guests did
warm the cockles of the audience’s heart!

—

_J
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)

6D Samantha Kwok

When | see the online videos and pictures
of the Winter Concert, | always remember
those happy times we sang and
performed our best on that day. | enjoyed
singing on stage mostly because | could
share the joy and happiness with the
audience. Secondly, it's a good chance
to show our hard work to our beloved
families, teachers and schoolmates.
Although it was very cold that day, | felt
warm during the show since the audience
gave us a lot of encouragement.

_J
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Physical Education

A-School PE curriculum includes a wide span of sports activities aiming to provide
comprehensive and joyful experiences to our students in order to develop good levels of skills
and fitness, as well as positive attitudes and behaviours towards PE and sports events.

General PE Lessons:

Apart from the traditional team sports like, racket sports, athletics, swimming and gymnastics,
there are also different new challenging introductory activities offered to our students this
year.

Different grades are assigned different sports activities in addition to the normal
curriculum to expand their horizons and let them explore their interests and potential.

Grade 7 Fitness Tests by BGCA Grade 10 Golf
Grade 8 Fencing Grade 11 Cycling
Grade 9 Rope Skipping Grade 12 Sport Climbing

With the extensive list of activities being provided, our students are active in learning new
sports and motivated to engage in regular exercises, hence, more likely to establish a balanced
and healthy lifestyle.

A-School Sports
Teams

A-School Sports Teams have kept the
momentum of last year and continued
to strive for better results in different
competitions. Our Boys' Softball Team has still
dominated the pitch and was awarded the 8th
consecutive champion while the Boys' Tennis Schools Teams Updates:

Team showed great spirit and entered the

final for the 4th year in a row. We just fell short  In order to promote the teams’ cohesion and sense of belonging, a sports team’s towel is
in the final and claimed the 1st runner-up.  designed and given to each team member as a gift of appreciation. Thanks and credits must
Another rising team is our Girls Tennis Team.  be given to the parents who kindly produced and donated the towels in supporting our
The girls tried their best to get into the final for ~ school teams.

the first time but lost to the opponents with

. . Furthermore, with the initiatives of our SU and Chambers, a cheering team was formed to
their heads held high.

support our Boys' Softball Team during the final match. The cheering team showed great spirit

. and provided extra motivation to our team to excel and win the match.
Tennis Team

It was a fascinating scene to see alumni, students, parents and teachers coming to support
and cheer for our school team in unison.

The whole school supporting our school teams
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R e a. d 1 n g T e a_ m Reading: The best way to hydrate your mind

Reading Periods

To widen students’ horizons, we have set
different reading themes for the weekly
reading periods. In Term 1, we covered topics
related to poverty (for LS Week), atmosphere,
airlines and airline business (for Humanities
Week), computer literacy (for ICT Week), etc.
Students and teachers were also invited to
recommend their favourite books in the
morning assemblies and reading periods.

Reading Weeks

During the Reading Weeks, a series of
activities were arranged for our students,
such as Chinese and English riddle games,
Chinese and English book exhibitions,
Reading Talk, Literature Walk: Writing
Workshop and Seminar “XX &5 K Q5T E
IS (41182 ) BEE", Book on Stage: Short
Video Competition (for G7-8 students only)
and movie appreciation.

Winners of Book on Stage (G7)

English language game booth

Book exhibition

Ms. Fan Kim Mui and our library prefect team

Chinese Language Game Booth

Library

We have recruited 21 student librarians
this academic year. Training workshops are
organized periodically. Besides, our parent
volunteers have also offered much contribution
to the operation of the school library. Let's
express our sincere gratitude to them.

Training workshop for library prefects

We invited Ms. Fan Kim Mui GE&I#) to
share with our G7-9 students on the topic
of “What kind of person you would like to
be?”. Ms. Fan was once a school librarian and
a Chinese Language teacher. Currently, she
spends most of her time in delivering talks
and book sharing in secondary schools in
Hong Kong. In an hour of her sharing, Ms Fan
recommended 40 books in a very lively and
interesting way. She shared with us how she
was inspired by these books.

Literature Walk - Workshop and Seminar

Our Library Parent Volunteers

29



Highlights | Academic

STEAM Education

STEAM stands for science, technology, engineering, arts and mathematics. STEAM is important because it pervades in every part of our lives.

Science

Mathematics

Technology

Engineering

Our Objectives:
. Strengthen students’ ability to integrate and apply their knowledge across STEAM subjects
«  Cultivate students’ high-order thinking and decision-making skills

. Develop students’ self-directed learning and problem solving ability

Our Strategies:

General Education

. Infusing small-scale STEAM activities in Integrated Science, Information & Computer Literacy, Visual Arts and Mathematics lessons.

. Launching school-based STEAM projects:

Grade 7::

‘A better place for living':

Students are required to work in groups
and design a device with a solar panel
and micro:bit that can improve our
living.




Elite Education
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Students are encouraged to join STEAM activities organized outside school, e.g. competitions, workshops and exhibitions.

Inter-school IT Elite Challenge

STEAM Lab

STEAM Lab was newly established on the 5/F in Secondary School Campus. It is equipped with modern technologies and equipment with the
state-of-art interior design. It is designed mainly for facilitating STEAM education in A-School.

3D Printed Models and Products

With the 3D printers, students can design
their own 3D models on computer and
print out real objects. Micro:bit sensor
boards, sensors and actuators are also
available. Students can pick any necessary
resources for their STEAM projects. Movable
tables and chairs are placed everywhere
to facilitate group work, while large multi-
touch TV is useful for daily teaching and
lesson demonstration. With a green glass
wall, students and teachers can brainstorm
anything and freely write their ideas there
for sharing or discussion.

HTC Vive VR System

Smart Kiddo Competition DSS STEM Fair

Overview of STEAM Lab

Virtual Reality (VR) is another focus in ICL and STEAM
education. STEAM Lab is equipped with a set of HTC
Vive and powerful computer for VR development and
experiences. Android mobile devices and VR headsets are
also available for VR & Apps development in ICL lessons and
experiments in STEAM education. What a good opportunity
for students to gain "real" experience of something that is
least likely to experience in school settings such as studying
different organs in a human body.

Teachers having Professional Development on VR in STEAM Lab
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Nurturing A-Star of tomorrow

40

Mr. Eric Lo (Deputy Principal)

Developing a Middle School programme across primary and secondary divisions needs to
overcome several challenges, including aligning both divisions’planning in curriculum and students’
development. Despite the challenges ahead, A-School is determined to develope the Middle School

to nurture their kids to become A-Star of tomorrow.

N: Natalie Lim by Natalie Lim Photographs by Johnny Lau

L: Mr. Eric Lo

What is the goal/ mission of initiating
the Middle School Curriculum in
A-School?

The Middle School Curriculum, which
covers a wide range of curriculums and
programmes tailor-made for Grades
5 to 8, aims at catering the specific
developmental needs of students in
early adolescence. More support will be
provided to strengthen their intellectual,
character and social developments in
order to equip them with the knowledge,
skills and attitudes necessary to meet the
expectations of the High School (Grades
9 to 12). The Middle School Curriculum
has been kicked off in Grade 5, and will
be extended till Grade 8 progressively.

What inspired A-School to start the
Middle School Curriculum?

A-School is so lucky to be a through-
train school that can realize its vision and
mission by providing quality education
for 12 years. Students have very different
learning needs at each developmental
stage, and | believe if there are curriculums
and programmes tailor-made for each
stage, students can cope with any changes
and challenges during their growth much
more easily and smoothly. The Middle
School is so important to prepare students
earlier for the High School, which puts
a strong focus on life planning and the
preparation for public exam and university
admission.

What do you think will be the major
differences in students’ learning
experience in Middle School comparing
with G5 - G8 (P.5 - F.2) in other primary
or secondary schools?

| don't think there are any other local
schools in Hong Kong that address
the learning needs of students at this
developmental stage so seriously and
systematically as we are now doing. In
fact, there are some prerequisites for
launching a comprehensive curriculum for
Middle School.

First of all, a school must be a through-
train school so that it can have more
time to plan and implement the
curriculum. Secondly, a school must have



a strong vision and determination to
carry out such curriculum which actually
requires a lot of additional expertise,
manpower and other resources. Last
but not least, there must be very good
understanding and cooperation with each
other among the school management
team and the teachers who are willing
to identify and meet students’ learning
needs from a holistic as well as a 3-tiered
perspective.

Fortunately, we possess all the qualities to
meet these prerequisites. After completing
the Middle School, our students will have a
fairer understanding of their own interests,
strengths, weaknesses and life goals. They
will be more self-directed in their learning,
and as a person as well as a member of our
society, be more responsible, respectful
and caring.

What do you think are the opportunities
and challenges for students by
introducing the Middle School
Curriculum? Which do you think is the
most interesting/ exciting part?

The Middle School Curriculum covers
a wide range of curriculums and
programmes in the areas of academic
studies, student development and other
learning  experiences.  Academically
speaking, students will be given ample
opportunities to build a broad but solid
foundation of subject knowledge, and
also positive learning attitudes, skills and
habits, all of which should be sufficient to
prepare them for meeting the curriculum
and assessment requirements of the High
School.

In particular, every Middle School student
is required to master one more language
other than Chinese and English, and the
level of proficiency should enable them
to communicate with the native speakers
fairly fluently, and further pursue the
language as an elective subject at senior
grades if they wish to. The languages
available for their choice are now French,
German and Japanese.

Students’ physical, psychological and
social needs in their early adolescence
should also be addressed, and will be
catered for through well-planned sex
education, guidance programmes and
counselling.  Positive values, such as
confidence,  courage,
sense of responsibility and care and
respect, will be cultivated in a variety
of ways including a formal curriculum
(such as Liberal Arts, Life Education or
Moral and Civic Education), mentor time,
assemblies, hands-on activities, community
service, excursions and even exchange
programmes.

perseverance,

Soft skills are so important to equip
students to cope with the ever-changing
world, as they are some general and
transferable skills which can be applied
to solving any problems in familiar
or unfamiliar situations.  Throughout
the four years in the Middle School,
students will be guided to enhance
their analytical reasoning, problem-
solving, communication, collaboration
and digital literacy skills through a
series of scaffolded training and hands-
on experience. Besides, in view of the
increasing social and cultural diversity
of the world, it is also important for our
students to have a sensitive and caring
mind towards others, and be willing
to give and serve. Students will learn
about these by going through a series of
community services and excursions.

What's more, if students are talented at
sports or music, they can take up greater
challenges by joining the joint-division
school teams. So you can see how fruitful
the Middle School curriculum will be.
To maximize learning potential in every
opportunity, | would advise every Middle
School student to make their choices
seriously, engage in every lesson or
activity whole-heartedly, and manage
their time wisely as some of the activities
will take away some of their personal time
but are definitely worthwhile.

Can you share with us the focus of
changes/ development plan happening
into in the coming years?

We will make every effort to optimize the
Middle School curriculum. In the coming
school year, there will be one more foreign
language available to Grade 5-Spanish. So
altogether there will be four languages
for students to choose from as their third
language. In Grade 6, students will start

BN

to specialize in one of the languages,
and more lesson time will be allocated
to classroom teaching and learning. In
addition, there will be a wider range of
outdoor learning experiences for Grade
6 students to develop their positive
values and soft skills just mentioned.

Physically, you will also see a greater
coherence among the four years of
studies on our campus, as the classrooms
and other public areas on the second
floor of both divisions will be renovated
to create a unique learning environment
for Middle School, and more resources
will be made available to facilitate
their lifelong learning. Moreover, the
school timetables of both divisions are
being reviewed in order to create more
common time slots for teachers and
students of both divisions to conduct
lessons and other learning activities
together. These enhancements are
critical to a smooth and sustainable
implementation of the Middle School
curriculum.

Reflection by Natalie Lim

| think the Middle School programme
does provide a wide range of curriculum
for students to equip themselves with
necessary knowledge, skills and attitude
to meet the expectations of High School.
Among the curriculums, | find the third
language course an especially unique
and interesting way to encourage active
learning in students. Though challenging,
students can understand other countries’
cultures and traditions and will be able
to communicate with native speakers
fluently and develop friendship with
people around the world, which is crucial
to achieving cultural understanding and
appreciation.

Besides in-school courses, community
service experience provided by the
Middle School programme is also helpful
in preparing students for High School
since it can cultivate empathy and a sense
of responsibility in students. As students
enter high school, they are exposed to
more social issues in both their studies
and their daily lives. Society becomes an
inseparable part of their lives, and it is
important that they develop a thorough
understanding of the society they live in.
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Highlights : Third Language
Programme

Aim:
To widen students’ language exposure, broadening their global horizon through exploring

the custom and culture of another country, as well as paving the way to expand their
opportunities in future studies and careers.

Third Languages to be offered:

French, German, Japanese, Spanish



BN

G5 G6-G8 G9-G12

+ Students are required « Students specialize in « Students can pursue
to select two out one of the selected higher proficiency
of three languages languages for a 3-year through HKDSE or
(French, German, programme. IGCSE / GCE AL in their
J . i des.

apanese) +  There will be school- seniorgrades

+ Students will taste one based assessment
of the languages per at the end of each
term. term which aims

to consolidate
students' learning
and understand their
learning progress.

+ Students will be given
a 40-minute lesson per
week.

« Students are required
to sit for a widely
recognized language
proficiency test at the
end of G8.

Student Development

In the Middle School programme, there is also a part about Student Development, and | can
elaborate more. The theme is “A-care Hub’, including “Care for Others” and “Serve Others’,
based on the concepts “Relationship” and “Engagement”in Positive Education.

“Care for Others”

Students from G5 to G8 will have a A-Diary for students to record their learning experience
and personal growth through appreciation and goal setting. For instance, G5 to G8 students
joined a movie appreciation in Term 1 and they had a reflective lesson about compassion
towards others.

“Serve Others”

Grade 5 has some new service and leadership teams such as Peer mentors, Eco Pioneers,
Christian Disciples and Excel 33P so as to offer more opportunities to Middle School students to
serve the school and schoolmates and. Also equip them with good leadership skills. Besides,
social services such as visiting the elderly have been organized for G5 and G6 students and
they learned how to care for and communicate with the elderly through different activities
and games prepared by themselves.

Indeed, exchange programme is a core part of our global citizenship education. We have
organized outward exchanges with Beijing and Sichuan, and also inward exchange with
Germany. Later on, outward exchanges with Australia and Germany will be held in June.
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Man Hoi Wai Hannah
Artist in the Making

Being an artist is perhaps one of the few careers students aspire to enter. For generations of
students, it simply never loses its appeal despite the ever harsh environment for such a career. Man
Hoi Wai, an alumna of A-School and student in Columbia College Chicago, is amongst those who

are working their dream to a reality.

By Jon Chan
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A-School, the beginning of a
path

Recalling her experience in A-School, she
described secondary life as “life changing
and memorable”. It was the time when
she decided to pursuit a career in arts,
where the environment of the school
played an role in making such a decision,
“| think the teachers and the access to
various materials surely did influence me
to further my schooling in arts. | once
had the thought of dropping Visual Arts
since the schedule of the class was really
inconvenient and grade 10 was very
stressful. However, after talking with my
arts teacher, | gave up the idea at the end
as | was convinced that | have a higher
chance to do good in Visual Arts. The
recognition from an arts teacher of my
arts ability was very encouraging. " said
Hoi Wai. And in terms of arts materials,
many arts materials were offered in
A-School while she now has to acquire
them at her own expenses.

APEX, the first benchmark

Despite physical constraints of A-School’s
campus which had limited the scale of
her works, it didn't stop her from creating
artworks of a vast variety. And in 2013,
along with other arts students in school,
Hoi Wai presented a few of her works in
her first major arts show “Apex” at the
Hong Kong Arts Centre. The arts show
seemed to have major influence on her
as she shared many skills she learned in
the show, many of which are crucial for
an artist, such as, how to collaborate with
other artists, handling artworks and how
to present them in the best way.

Ornaments or something
more important?

The creations of Hoi Wai may simply be
artworks in the eyes of many, but from
her perspective it contains ideas of more
significance. Since her secondary years,
she had been keeping up with current
issues in society. And through the use of
arts, she expressed her views on different
social issues. One of her notable works
was to raise the public’s attention to local
agriculture through the Ping Che Mural
Village project. In the project, she worked
with a group of High School volunteers to
transform her home village into a mural
village. Also, in her graduation arts show

back in 2013, she adopted the theme
“Toxic Milk Powder in China and How
It Affected Infants”. Through the use of
sculptures and acrylic painting, she raised
her voice on the issue which was a much
shocking issue at the time.

America, a new chapter

As Hoi Wai reached the end of her
secondary years, like many of her peers,
she started to plan her next step. Knowing
the fierce competition for a degree in
Hong Kong along with the opportunities
that lay outside, she sets her sight beyond
the seas, to America."My parents and | also
know that the experience will grant me
the opportunity to learn and see many
things that | would not have the chance
to if | stay in Hong Kong!” said she. First
enrolling into College DuPage, the largest
community in the state of lllinois, she later
transferred to Columbia with excellent
grades and recommendations from her
professors upon gaining an associate

Mk | A

Remodeling Childhood

degree in College DuPage. She believes
that her professor's appreciation lies in
her good work in studio class. “Aside from
class work, | spent a lot of time outside
class to work on my creation. The hard
work would be shown in my artwork and
the professors were always impressed by
my work.” She recalled. “l was once taking
a papermaking course and | was working
on creating mandala patterns in 3D with
thread and glue, a part that's not involved
in making paper yet. Each pattern took
me around 3 to 4 hours to make. | brought
12 of those said patterns to class, with
some description of the creating process.
The professor kind of went stunned and
joked she would give me an A for that.”
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Man and her hosting family in Columbia in the spring of 2017

Clouds Series 1

A rising path to success

Continuing to work towards her target
of being an artist, Hoi Wai's progress so
far has been marked with success and
achievements. Throughout her three years
of study in community college she had been
awarded six academic honours awards. And
during her first year in Columbia college, she
won the Faculty Recognition Award. Being
asked about the factors that led to all these
achievements, she replied humbly, citing the
importance of her efforts,“l think the greatest
motivation is that the effort | put into studies
is directly proportional to the gains” She
also said that her interest and eagerness to
learn attributed to her achievements, as it
motivated her to pay attention in class and to
complete all her work satisfactorily, resulting
in good grades awarded by professors and
thus the achievements.

Against all challenges

But her seemingly smooth path to success
wasn’'t being met without any challenges at
all. As she tries to start her career, through
selling artworks to others and more
importantly, getting an internship. She has
yet to be invited even for an interview.

“With all the constant changes and
improvements I've done with my portfolio
and resume, | was not given the chance of
an interview. For building up my portfolio or
resume, it was really hard at the beginning
since | don't have any official work experience
as I'd mentioned. The Career Center in my
College helped me a lot with building them
up. It wouldn't be smart to give up on such
a great resource that is free for students to
access. Moreover, it's essential for an artist
to update portfolio as time past and newer
work is produced.”

Despite the frustration, she remained
undeterred and confident. Utilizing resources
and support at her university, she constantly
improves her portfolio and resume, hoping
to get an internship someday.

Hong Kong, the end of the
beginning

After years of study, graduation is imminent,
which means she has reached the startpoint
of her career. Looking back towards her
experience in the States, she said “I love the
experience | have had while studying and
living in the U.S. | learned a lot in and outside
of class. | got to know many people from
different countries and cultures, and | love to



drive my car”. But albeit all of her fascinating
encounters she still prefers Hong Kong, the
place where she calls home, saying “Still, | like
Hong Kong more since it's where my home
and family are and the food is much, much
better in my opinion.” And so in the future
she plans to start her career as an artist in
Hong Kong, in the face of uncertainties about
career prospects in the city. As of today, she
is still confident, discovering her path ahead,
figuring a way through such uncertainties.

Self motivation, the cornerstone
of a good artist

Relating to her experience as an arts student,
she was asked about the qualities that made
a good artist. “l think some of the important
elements that make an artist a good artist is
being self-motivated, and dedicated to make
art that triggers others' responses.” said she,
reiterating its importance once more.

Reach for the outside world, a
kindly advice for students

Being asked to give advices to students
back in A-School, she encouraged students
to leave one’s comfort zone, citing the
benefits of doing so. “Leaving the comfort
zone of your own language and habits,
families and friends, and getting immersed
into a culture and environment that'’s totally
different might just give you some new
insights” said she. In addition, for students
who are eyeing a future abroad, she said
experiencing the world and even starting a
future abroad serves a great opportunity for
them, encouraging them to reach out to the
world. For the best way to get an insight into
a foreign environment, she recommends
students to get into a host family. Not only
enabling one to learn about the local culture,
it serves to be a remarkable life experience
despite whether the host is great or not.

“They also need to be very self-motivated,
have the confidence to speak and express
their opinions, and do well in time
management. So that when chances come,
they will grab it and do well on it”

Seven Deadly Sins Series
(3) Envy, Wrath.
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Seven Deadly Sins Series
(1) Gluttony, Greed.

Seven Deadly Sins Series
(2) Lust, Pride, Sloth.

Resume of Man Hoi Wai Hannah

Education Columbia College Chicago 2016 -2018
Bachelor of Arts, Fine Arts
College of Dupage 2014-2016
Associate in Arts
Bay de Noc Community College 2012-2014
HKBUAS Wong Kam Fai Secondary and Primary | 2007 - 2013
School

Experience Manifest Urban Arts Festival 2017
Columbia College Chicago
Ping Che Mural Village 2015
Hong Kong New Territory
Apex Visual Arts Graduation Show 2013
Hong Kong Arts Centre

Conducting interview and  writing
articles is a fascinating and eye-opening
experience for me. Especially working
on this article, interviewing an artist for
the first time, it has given me an insight
into the world of arts which had been
unchartered waters for me until now.
In the course of writing, | have not only
learned about the path of an aspiring
arts student, but also the ideas behind an
artist along with her artwork.
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